CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1. A method of formatting content for display that is 
configurable for a variety of contextual environments 
comprising: 

a) reading a plurality of settings associated with an 
electronic device, wherein said plurality of settings defines 
a context within which to display content at said electronic 
device; 

b) incorporating said plurality of settings into values 
associated with a list of filter criteria, wherein said list 
of filter criteria is organized in a hierarchical order; 

c) matching said list of filter criteria with a 
resource to be displayed with said content; and 

d) retrieving said resource from memory. 

2. The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 

e) sending said resource to said electronic device for 
display. 

3. The method of Claim 1, wherein b) further comprises 
ordering said list of filter criteria by developer design, 
said developer creating a channel of content comprising said 
resource. 
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4. The method of Claim 1, wherein at least one filter 
criteria in said list of filter criteria is optional. 

5. The method of Claim 1, wherein at least one filter 
criteria in said list of filter criteria is required. 

6. The method of Claim 1, wherein c) further 
comprises : 

cl) matching each of said list of filter criteria with 
a supported chain of filter criteria following said 
hierarchical order to create a set of matches; and 

c2) returning a property value associated with the last 
filter criterion that is matched, said property value 
defining said resource. 

7. The method of Claim 6, further comprising: 
c3) reaching a failed match; and 

c4) using said last filter criterion that is matched to 
define said property value as a default. 

8. The method of Claim 6, further comprising: 

c3) terminating said matching in cl) without 
encountering a failed match. 

9. The method of Claim 8, further comprising: 
repeating said matching in cl) and said returning in c2) 

to discover a plurality of possible permutations, in response 
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to terminating said matching without encountering a failed 
match; and 

selecting a first permutation with the highest number of 
matches, said first permutation associated with said property 
5 value. 



10. The method of Claim 1, wherein said resource 
comprises a property value associated with a matched set of 
filter criteria. 

10 

11. A method of formatting content for an electronic 
device through a portal server comprising: 

a) storing said content comprising a plurality of 
resources selectable by supported chains of filter criteria, 

15 wherein said content is separately configurable to a 
plurality of contextual environments; 

b) storing a list of filter criteria associated with 
said content, wherein said list of filter criteria is 
organized in a hierarchical order; 

20 c) selecting a resource to configure said content to a 

electronic device by matching said list of filter criteria, 
that is adjusted for settings associated with a wireless 
electronic device requesting said content, with a supported 
chain of filter criteria that defines said resource from said 

25 plurality of resources. 
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12. The method of Claim 11, wherein c) further 
comprises: 

cl) incorporating said settings into values associated 
with said list of filter criteria; and 

c2) creating a matched set of filter criteria by 
matching said list of filter criteria to a supported chain of 
filter criteria, said matched set of filter criteria 
associated with a property value defining said resource. 

13. The method of Claim 12, wherein c2) further 
comprises: 

when no match is presented, then returning said property 
value associated with a last filter criterion that is 
matched, said property value defining said resource. 

14. The method of Claim 13, further comprising: 
when no match is presented using said last filter 

criterion that is matched to define said property value as a 
default. 

15. The method of Claim 11, wherein b) further 
comprises ordering said list of filter criteria by developer 
design, said developer creating a channel of content 
comprising said plurality of resources. 

16. The method of Claim 11, wherein each of said list 
of filter criteria is further defined by an associated value, 
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and each of said list of filter criteria comprises a name 
value pair. 

17. The method of Claim 11, wherein b) further 
comprises : 

allowing for an extension to said list of filter 
criteria. 

18. The method of Claim 11, further comprising: 
transferring said resource to said electronic device for 

display as said content. 

19. The method of Claim 11, further comprising: 
using said resource to calculate a value; 
transferring said value to said electronic device for 

display as said content. 

20. The method of Claim 11, further comprising: 
using information defined by said selected in support of 

displaying said content. 

21. The method of Claim 11, wherein said electronic 
device is a wireless electronic device. 

22. A portal server comprising: 

a data store for storing a plurality of resources 
associated with content provided by a channel; 
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a memory coupled to said data store for storing a 
plurality of settings associated with an electronic device, 
wherein said plurality of settings defines a contextual 
environment within which to display said content at said 
5 electronic device; and 

a matching engine coupled to said memory selecting a 
resource configured for said contextual environment by 
matching a list of filter criteria that incorporates said 
plurality of settings with said resource to be displayed with 
10 said content, 

23. The portal server of Claim 22, wherein said 
matching engine further comprises: 

a list creator for creating a list of filter criteria, 
15 wherein said plurality of settings is incorporated as values 
in said list of filter criteria, and wherein said list of 
filter criteria is organized in a hierarchical order. 

24. The portal server of Claim 22, wherein said 

20 matching engine matches each of said list of filter criteria 
with a supported chain of filter criteria according to said 
hierarchical order to create a set of matches, and wherein 
said matching engine returns a property value associated with 
said last filter criterion that is matched, and further 

25 returns said last filter criterion that is matched to define 
said property value as a default if said matching engine 
reaches a failed match. 
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25. The portal server of Claim 22, wherein said portal 
server provides said content to an electronic device for 
display, said electronic device coupled to said portal server 
through a communication network. 

26. The portal server of Claim 25, wherein said 
electronic device comprises a wireless portable electronic 
device. 

27. A computer system comprising: 
a processor; and 

a computer readable memory coupled to said processor and 
containing program instructions that, when executed, 
implement a method of formatting content for display that is 
configurable for a variety of contextual environments 
comprising: 

a) reading a plurality of settings associated with an 
electronic device, wherein said plurality of settings defines 
a context within which to display content at said electronic 
device; 

b) incorporating said plurality of settings into values 
associated with a list of filter criteria, wherein said list 
of filter criteria is organized in a hierarchical order; 

c) matching said list of filter criteria with a 
resource to be displayed with said content; and 

d) retrieving said resource from memory. 
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28. The computer system of Claim 21, wherein said 
method further comprises: 

e) sending said resource to said electronic device for 
display, 

29. The computer system of Claim 27, wherein b) in 
said method further comprises ordering said list of filter 
criteria by developer design, said developer creating a 
channel of content comprising said resource. 

30. The computer system of Claim 27, wherein at least 
one filter criteria in said list of filter criteria is 
optional. 

31. The computer system of Claim 27, wherein at least 
one filter criteria in said list of filter criteria is 
required. 

32. The computer system of Claim 27, wherein c) in 
said method further comprises: 

cl) matching each of said list of filter criteria with 
a supported chain of filter criteria following said 
hierarchical order to create a set of matches; and 

c2) returning a property value associated with the last 
filter criterion that is matched, said property value 
defining said resource. 

SUN- P030063/ACM/LCH 57 



33. The computer system of Claim 32, wherein said 
method further comprises: 

c3) reaching a failed match; and 

c4) using said last filter criterion that is matched to 
define said property value as a default. 

34. The computer system of Claim 32, wherein said 
method further comprises: 

c3) terminating said matching in cl) without 
encountering a failed match. 

35. The computer system of Claim 34, wherein said 
method further comprising: 

repeating said matching in cl) and said returning in c2) 
to discover a plurality of possible permutations, in response 
to terminating said matching without encountering a failed 
match; and 

selecting a first permutation with the highest number of 
matches, said first permutation associated with said property 
value. 

36. The computer system of Claim 27, wherein said 
resource comprises a property value associated with a matched 
set of filter criteria. 
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